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Disclaimer: This paper will include the products that were outlined in Assignment #5: the Inquiry Unit Project Rubric Pages.

Section 1: A detailed “anatomy” of the daily lesson plans of the unit (this should amount to the collection of your daily detailed lesson plans) with clear indications of how you are using reading and writing to study the topic(s).


Before presenting the detailed, daily lesson plans that were implemented for this child labor Unit, it is important to be aware of the overarching goals and objectives for this Inquiry project. The goals and objectives that were determined for this project were chosen by my mentor teacher and myself collaboratively. Those goals and objectives include: 

Goals: 

1) Exposing students to new technologies and allowing them the opportunity to integrate the use of technology into their Inquiry Unit creation. 
2) Providing students with tips and strategies to aid in the process of reading and writing.
3) Discussing and allowing students to have the opportunity to practice finding the main ideas and in turn using those ideas to write a summary. (Note: Based on student interest and motivation, the summaries were used to help write a public service announcement script that we practiced reading and eventually used to create our five minute movie).
Objectives:

1) Students will be able to pick out the main ideas of the articles that they are given with at least 80% accuracy.
2) Students will be able to write a summary that includes at least three complete sentences based on their chosen article.
3) Students will be able to use all of the strategies discussed and practiced to aid in the writing and reading process. 
Lesson Plans: 

Disclaimer: Below are the descriptions of the plans for each Inquiry Unit day.

Day One: 


During today’s lesson we will talk explicitly about what the word summary means and what you are reading. My intention is that we will come to a conclusion that alludes to the idea of summarizing being a skill that requires one to gather the main idea from a given text. I also intend to ask the question “If someone asked you about what an article or book was about, would you recite each word of the entire text or would you say the main idea or topic of the reading?” After discussing and reviewing the concept of summarization, we read a UNICEF article titled Child Labour that informed us about the current statistics surrounding child labor in the world. It was after reading the article that the students were asked to complete a summarizing graphic organizer as assigned by my mentor teacher. (Note: Please refer to the Day One Products on the website for the graphic organizers that were completed by the students).

Day Two:


During today’s lesson we will have a window of fifty minutes that will be made available during our reading intervention class period. During that time, the students will be instructed to get in their reading groups (either group one or two as assigned at the beginning of the school year). Group one will be given twenty-five minutes on the computers to complete Read 180 course material and group two will be situated at the small group table, they will be guided switch after 25 minutes. Once the first twenty-five minutes were completed, the students will be asked to switch. Together, each small table group, will reread and collaboratively discuss how they will summarize the UNICEF article, Child Labour in one sentence. 


Based on the above plans, group one summarized the article as follows, “This article is about Child Labor and how there are a lot of kids who have to work a lot”. Group two summarized the article as follows, “This article was about how there are so many children who have to miss school to work to help their families survive”. After each group reread the article and collaboratively came up with a one sentence response to the article, each group was then instructed to highlight three key facts or statistics (number facts) that were presented in the article. Both groups chose the following statistics: (1) “An estimated 158 million children aged 5-14 are engaged in child labour - one in six children in the world”. (2) “They [Child Laborers] are everywhere but invisible, toiling as domestic servants in homes, labouring behind the walls of workshops, hidden from view in plantations”, and (3) “Children living in the poorest households and in rural areas are most likely to be engaged in child labour, especially girls. Millions of girls who work as domestic servants are especially vulnerable to exploitation and abuse”.
Day Three:


During today’s lessons, the students were introduced to the idea of creating a class website. This would require that we collaborate to choose the most appropriate background design, create the “Get to Know You” section where each student would have the opportunity to begin creating their individual pages. The students would also get the chance to begin designing their individual country of study page. (Note: Due to the fact that we only had one computer, the students were instructed to participate in their Read 180 groups. Group one was asked to work on their pen pal letters and Group two was instructed to work on the website first. This decision was made because group one always get to use the computers first. After group two was finished making their contributions to the website, the two groups switched roles. There were ten minutes remaining at the end of the switching periods thus we started to read the Time For Kids article Too Young to Work, which would be the article of focus for our Day Four instruction.
Day Four:


During today’s lesson, we will revisit and reread the Time for Kids article Too Young to Work during whole group time in Read 180. After whole group, the students will be situated in their small group with group one working on the computer and group two going to the small group table. At the small group table, we will review what it means to summarize and we will come up with three key ideas from the article. We will also complete a Venn Diagram of how our lives are similar/different to the lives of the people in the article. The purpose of having the students create a Venn Diagram is to help them make further connections to their own lives while at the same time practicing a method of information organization. After twenty-five mintues, the two groups will switch and will have a chance to work on the computers or complete the Venn Diagram respectfully.

Day Five:


During today’s lesson, I will reintroduce the idea of P-O-W-E-R and how it is going to be used to help with the continued creation of our website. (Note: Not only did we integrate the strategy of P-O-W-E-R when writing our summaries and public service announcements, but I wanted them to see that P-O-W-E-R was needed when doing the writing for our website creation as well. My intention for waiting until day five to integrate this into our lesson because I wanted them to have a visible/tangible understanding. In other words, I deemed it important that they see that their website is indeed already in the works!!) After completing our P-O-W-E-R document, each student will be given a list of two to three websites (that will discuss child labor in their chosen country) that they will have the opportunity to explore independently in the reserved computer lab. (Note: As the students are reading these articles, the teachers will be circulating around the lab to provide assistance for the student’s who are struggling with the reading of their articles). During the last five minutes of the time that was allotted, they were instructed to choose one of those few articles as the article that they were planning to summarize. 

Day Six:


During today’s lesson, we will be discussing and completing the Planning document for our chosen article. (Note: Our Project-created Planning document is included on the Day Six products page of our website). If we have some additional time, we will also finish our “Get to Know Us” individual page if/when time permits.

Day Seven:


During today’s lesson, we will focus on organizing the notes that we each created from the previous day, our planning day. This will require that we begin to use the tips and tricks that we discussed on Day Six to help us (re)read our individual articles and to complete our organizing document. Some of the tips and tricks that we talked explicitly about included: highlighting main ideas and key words, writing key ideas or words/phrases on sticky notes, using a strip of paper or ruler to help you keep track of the line that you are on, and asking yourself questions about what you read after every few sentences to make sure that you understand what you are reading.

Day Eight:


During today’s lesson, prior to writing our summary, we will have a whole class discussion on how to use the main ideas that the students wrote on their Writing Notes page (the typed version of their Organizing Document) as a way to support the writing of the first draft of their summary. We will begin writing our summary based on the direct planning and organizing efforts that have been demonstrated over the last two days. (Note: As a means of scaffolding this writing assignment, I made sure to type up each student’s organizing notes from the previous day as a way for them to explicitly see the content that should be included in their summary. This document, titled Writing Notes is included as a link on the Day Eight products page of our class website).  

Day Nine:


During today’s lesson we will be revising and editing our summaries.

Day Ten:


During today’s lesson, we will type the final drafts of our individual summaries on our personal country pages and if time permits, we will read over our script for our public service announcement performance tomorrow. (Note: The students will be assigned to practice reading their lines for homework along with dressing up for tomorrow if they so choose).

Day Eleven:


During today’s lesson, we will film our Public Service Announcement. 

Day Twelve:


During today’s lesson, we will participate in a viewing celebration with our principals and other Canter staff and students in order to view our public service announcement and look over our website. During this time, we will also have a small celebration because they students have demonstrated much hardwork throughout the course of this Inquiry unit!

Next Two Weeks: 


All of the members of Room 205 participated in a fundraiser to help support a non-profit organization in India whose mission is to bring food into the schools; if these children come to school for food, they can attain an education as well. Our motivation of engaging the entire school in this fundraiser was heavily student driven. One of the students in Room 205 approached the lead teacher with an article from a Time For Kids magazine about this foundation in India. As a result, we emailed the individual in charge of the Chicago branch about our interest in supporting this foundation and they proceeded to provide us with fundraising opportunities to participate in. This prompted our students to begin a raffle ticket and cake sale fundraiser with our entire school. Outside of keeping track of the money and purchasing the necessary supplies for both the raffle ticket sales and prizes as well as the utensils, plates, and cake for the cake distribution sale, our students were the prime participants in this fundraiser. In fact, they made the flyers and posters, sold the tickets, made loud-speaker announcements and helped to distribute the prizes and cake! 


This was an unplanned fundraiser that was initiated by a student in our class. As a result of all their interest and hardwork in putting this fundraiser together, my students were able to raise $140 which equates to enough to feed ten children in India for one year.

Section 2: A list of the specific reading/writing strategies and research tools that you taught during the unit.


There were a number of specific reading and writing strategies as well as research tools that were taught throughout the unit. Those strategies are as follows:

Reading

· Highlighting the key points in the text. (Note: There were also students who extended this idea to using multiple highlighters of different colors to represent different elements of the text. For instance, one of my students used a yellow highlighter for transitions, a pink highlighter for difficult vocabulary, and an orange highlighter for the main ideas of the text).
· Using sticky notes to write down key words as well as challenging words. The students who used the sticky notes to write down key words made me aware that it was “helpful to have the ‘slips’ when writing our summaries because we could see how the word was spelled and the words reminded me of what I should be writing”.
· Using a strip of paper or ruler to help you follow the line in which you are on. This was a reading technique that I introduced at the start of the semester and was rebirthed with more excitement during this unit because I allowed them five minutes to decorate the slips that they would use to help them read.
· Reading text multiple times. In addition to having multiple opportunities to read the text (articles, websites, etc...), the students were also given the chance to read independently as well as with others. We also used the speech tool on the Mac to listen to and aid the editing and revising process of our already typed summaries.
· We spent some time discussing what elements of an online article were necessary to be read. More specifically, one of my student’s largest concerns for reading online articles was how to read all the advertisements that tend to be embedded within the article. Not only did I take some of the articles and have the students cross off certain sections that were not important, but I also showed them how to copy and paste the important parts into a word document to then print off.   
· We reviewed the appropriate way to read our public service announcement scripts. This meant that we are not making inappropriate faces or gestures towards the camera, not gluing our eyes to our hard copy scripts, and we are reading with expression. We also spent time talking about the importance of highlighting our lines and making sure that we are ready when it is our turn to read/present our line. (Note: These scripts were created based on the summaries that my students wrote about their chosen country’s article).  
Writing

· Integrating the use of P-O-W-E-R into the writing that is included on our website, specifically our “about me” paragraphs as well as our article summary. It was necessary that we used this process to help organize our writing, but also to stress the idea that good writing takes time to develop.
· We also made lists of important things to include in our writing as a strategy for helping  to narrow down the ideas that we want to use to formulate a sentence and ultimately create a paragraph. This has been an especially helpful strategy for writing because often times my students express a sense of overwhelming concern and frustration with what to include/where to begin. It is true when they say that “the hardest part about writing is getting startedd”. Any tips and strategies such as this one have really helped to make the writing process more manageable. 
· Using graphic organizers (especially Venn Diagrams) to help us organize and solidify key ideas. 
Section 3: A description of the “product” your class or group produced.


Engaging in this Inquiry Unit allowed all of the scholars of Room 205 the opportunity to create a class website that houses many of the products created for CEP 804A. This website, titled Child Labor Inquiry Website, has six drop down tabs. The first being our home tab that presents three foundational sections; (1) “Get to Know Us,” (2) “What is the Child Labor,” and (3) “Daily Lesson Reflections”. In the “Get to Know Us” section each student had the choice to share a few things about themselves. Such things included: a photo of themselves that one of their classmates took, pictures of their interests and hobbies as well as a paragraph describing those said interests and hobbies and highlighting some of their personal characteristics. Making these individual “Get to Know Us” pages was an on-going process. In fact, it required that I spent time with each student individually when time permitted. Typically, I found myself working with these students before, during, and after lunch as well as after school on occasion. Being able to work with each student individually allowed me the opportunity to get to know them on a more personal basis while at the same time differentiating instruction. This meant that I was able to show each student the process for uploading photos (specifically the photos of students taken my their peers), working on the P-O-W-E-R of their summaries, copy and pasting their summaries from Microsoft Word onto the class website, and organizing their images, and navigating their own pages. Some of the students were more enthused and interested in spending as much time as possible building up their page while others were not. Proceeding the “Get to Know Us” link is that “What is Child Labor” link which provides a definition of Child Labor from an accreditted article, pictures of children who are subjected to these laborous acts, and a definition of child labor as syntactically constructed by my students. In addition to the home section, there is also a tab titled “daily schedule” which includes the daily plans and intentions for this Inquiry Unit.  The plans are more brief and list-like on the website whereas this final paper provides more insight and detail into what took place each day. The third drop down tab is the “Places of Study” section where each student included a picture(s) of their chosen country, the articles regarding the existence of child labor in their chosen country, and the summary of their chosen article. Each of these pages amounted to the second link that each student individually created. This website also houses the class productions tab which has all of our lesson images and our five minute child labor public service announcement. The next link is titled CEP 804A which includes all of my final papers for the CEP 804A projects (reading, writing, and inquiry unit). Specifically, for the teaching writing project, all of the plans and poems of Alexis Greene are included; from her unedited original 75 poems to her “Going Beyond the Cover” final PowerPoint book with ten of her revised poems. The final tab, the resources tab, specifically includes all of the supplementary articles and videos that could serve a good resource for further developing our undestanding of the existence of child labor around the world. In addition, there is also a Class Updates tab that everyone from Room 205 has their own username for and can write blog responses about what is going on in class as well as things that are happening outside of school. This was a suggestion given to Ms. Hamilton on the final student teaching day as a means to keep in touch with her when she moves to Oklahoma. The original intention for this website was to make it an Inquiry product, however, based on student interest and motivation it has become the hub for many of our products (for all of the projects) and is progressing into a way for myself, the teachers, and the students to stay connected.

Section 4: A written reflection on your inquiry unit, including strengths, successes, challenges, and next steps.


After concluding the implementation of this child labor inquiry unit, it has become evident that there were a number of strengths, however there were also a lot of present weaknesses. More specifically, arriving at a conclusion that we wanted to further explore child labor took awhile, yet it was a majority vote decision and we still had roughly four weeks to delve into our curiosities about the existence of child labor. Even with that much allotted time spent on this one topic, there was still a lot of hype and excitement around being able to engage in this inquiry study until the end. I believe that I can attribute that hype and excitement to the fact that much of the structure and flow of this project was heavily motivated by my students. Every student was held to the necessary, rigorous standard that was appropriate for them and in the process, they were able to take responsibility and ownership for their own learning. In fact, each student was responsible for gathering information about the existence of Child Labor in a country that they themselves chose. Along with having the freedom to choose their particular focus country, it was nice that this particular topic of study directly aligns with the work that is done in Scholastic Read 180, the school’s reading intervention program. In addition to choosing a country of focus, my students were the one’s who took much initiative in earning the chance (through the behavior expectations that were established at the beginning of the unit) to create their own personal and country webpages on our class (Inquiry) website. They also wanted to use the information that they gathered to write a script, use what they deemed the “glamorous” flip cam in order to film our class’s public service announcement regarding their child labor findings. This was the final element of our inquiry unit outside of the presentation of all our products to other teachers, administration and parents as an ending marker of our two weeks of hardwork on the existence of child labor. After those first two weeks of this Inquiry Unit, my goals and objectives had been met and our website was complete yet, one of my students helped to extend our class’s knowledge about the existence of child labor as it directly relates to children in India. During a friday, free reading period, one of my students approached my mentor teacher with article that he read in a Time for Kids magazine. The article was specifically about the mission that a foundation in India has with providing food for the schools as a means to help children break out of the system of child labor and in turn, receive the opportunity to consume at the very least, one nutritious meal each day as well as attend school. Based on the information that was provided in the article, as a class, we chose to email the foundation to see what contributions we could make. They responded immediately by suggesting that we begin a school-wide fundraiser that we had the liberty of designing and implementing ourselves. With minimal help from the teachers, our students were able to use the information that they learned throughout this unit to engage in this social activism project. This social activism project consisted of a raffle ticket drawing and cake distribution fundraiser the day before Spring Break, April 15th to help raise money for those children in India who are currently subjected to the harsh realities of child labor, do not get a chance to attend school, and barely eat one substantial meal a day. Based on my students interests and hardwork, they were able to raise enough money, $140 to feed ten children in India for an entire year. This was such a proud and memorable experience for my students; I will always remember the moment when the students excitedly asked me “Ms. Hamilton, Ms. Hamilton, how many students can we feed each year? Can we figure it out on the white board?” It was at this point where I immediately grabed a dry-erase marker and gave my students free reign to begin completing this applicable math problem. (If $28 feeds two children each day for a year, how many children can we feed for $140?) They were able to excitedly come to the conclusion that  they would be able to support the nutritional needs of ten children for a year. “Ms. Hamilton, that must be a lot of food!” (My response) “That is more food than those children could ever ask for and you are the one’s who get to help them eat, go to school, and sadly... survive! You guys should be SO PROUD of yourselves!” In addition to being excited about the fundraiser and the results of my student’s hardwork, those of my students who have access to computers with an internet connectioin were able to show their parents/guardians the work that they were doing on a daily basis. I also made sure that the website with each student’s work was displayed during report card pick up. Even though we do not have a completely functional computer in our classroom, the parents/guardians were still able to use my laptop and I-pad to navigate our website. In addition, our website was presented during two of our Individualized Education Plan meetings as a way to show the progress that was being made in writing and reading aloud (as evidenced in our class public service announcement). This was also a motivating and exciting product that they created.


While I was incredibly thankful for all the strengths that were presented and successes that were experienced during this Inquiry Unit process, there were also a number of challenges that we faced as well. Specifically, there are a few students that are frequently absent which made it incredibly difficult to keep them caught up. Even though there were students who missed weeks on end, this challenged me to make sure that I was fully prepared to differentiate instruction on a daily basis; some students were behind as well as ahead of our prescribed schedule. Being able to differentiate instruction was just as important and would not have been as feasible of an option had it not been for my mentor teacher. Having the chance to collaborate and gaining her support allowed me the opportunity to work with some of the students on an individual basis, especially during Read 180. In addition to students being absent, often times there was not enough time for students to complete the daily work because of other required work and the need to have more time. Not only did this challenge me to think about the appropriateness of each days assigned tasks, but my mentor teacher and I were also challenged to think of a reasonable way to rearrange our school day when times called for it. In fact, there were multiple times where we sacrificed our Social Studies period in order to further our work on this unit. This did not pose any problems with the students because they were the one’s asking to “do more on the website with child labor”. We also made sure to explain how Social Studies encompasses social concerns on both a community, national, and worldly basis that directly applies to our child labor studies. The fact that we had more time to focus on our studies was much appreciated by my students because many of them needed additional time to work their pages and their individual products and website responsibilites. In regard to responsibilites and expectations, I made sure to hold my students to high standards; pushing them to do their individual best each day with the support and guidance that they needed in order to complete their tasks. In the process of holding them to high standards, there were times when I could tell that I was losing them. This was apparent during some of the time spent on the computer making our website, reading their individualized articles, and completing the writing phases. Of all the challenges that I faced, I was most shocked by the struggles that many of my students had on the computer. I did not foresee using a computer as being such an issue because I hear my students regularly talking about playing video games. This was a poor generalization on my part, however, I did assume that since they were so familiar with gaming systems that using a computer would have been slightly easier than was demonstrated throughout this unit. Some of the computer skills that I did not predict the student’s struggling with included typing, changing font styles and sizes, and using the copy and paste function. In general, I have found myself really reflecting on the issue of high expectations because I believe that it is important for students to be challenged however, there is that point where it is too much; they lose interest and self-confidence and that is NOT okay. This concern is important to recognize and assess differently with each group of students and is something that I always want to keep at the forefront of my teaching practice.


Based on the successes, strengths, and challenges that we faced during our Inquiry Unit, there are a few “next steps” that I hope to take. Specifically, I would like to see my students continue to use the reading and writing skills that we heavily addressed during the unit. Such skills would include: highlighting key points, locating the main ideas of the passage as a start to summary writing, practicing reading online text, etc... While I do not expect to continue on with the topic of child labor, I would like to provide opportunities and continue to encourage my students to use those skills for other topics as well as subjects. Outside of the skills that were presented and practiced, I hope that my students continue to use the knowledge that they ascertained to inform others about the existence of child labor throughout the world. I also hope that during our free time we have the opportunity to make additional edits to our class website and public service announcement filming. This “next step” is heavily inspired by my students interest in using technology in addition to a few who regularly claim that they really like editing films. Of all the “next steps”, I am hopeful and excited to see my students continue to show their work to others with their resounding enthusiasm because they should be incredibly proud of all their hardwork and daily achievements!
Section 5: The option to present your unit to colleagues in the class.


After completing this Inquiry Unit, I would be more than willing to share this website with my colleagues. In fact, my hopes are that it will be shared with others and that they will make critical suggestions for its improvement in addition to using it as an inspirational model for their own works. Even though my student’s writings, pictures, and voices are included in many of the elements of this Inquiry project, I have still received the appropriate permission granting me the right to share the information with others.  




Flow Chart of Inquiry Unit Activities 


(for my own personal conceptualization)





Introduce the concept of Summarization > Read Child Labour article > Comple a graphic organizer > Reread Child Labour article > We will explicitly pull out the main ideas and write summary sentences together > Introduce the skeleton of our class website and allow students to begin work on their individual pages > read Too Young to Work > We will explicitly pull out three key ideas from the article and complete a Venn Diagram > reintroduce P-O-W-E-R (was originally introduced at the start of the semester) as it relates to the writing of our website (Note: This will require students to complete the created 


P-O-W-E-R document) > In order for us to begin writing on our website, we need to finish reading our articles and make a decision on the article that is most suitable and interesting to us which is what we will do. (Note: Students will have a few days and multiple exposures to these articles). > Begin work on the planning document for your chosen article > Organize the writing that was completed on our planning document to make our organizing document > Use our typed version of our organizing document to begin writing our summaries > We will edit and revise our summaries > Our summaries will be typed onto our website > We will use our summaries to write a public service announcement script > Film our public service announcement > Share our products with teachers, administrators and parents > Use all the information that we gathered and the products that were made to participate in a Social Activism project, Food for Thought fundraiser!









